•E stimulation.
ation was applied to the preparation and stimulus rate was gradually decreased until critical end points were obtained, i. e., an antecedence of spontaneous beat to a stimulus response or sudden onset of a rapid fibrillation-like response as revealed in Fig. 3 . Both the end points were thought to be equivalent to each other because the latter implies that the stimulus was delivered in the supernormal phase of a spontaneity cycle. Ouabain concentration in the medium was -increased stepwise by 10-5g/ml every 15 min.
Other drugs employed were added 10 min prior to ouabain exposure. Fig. 4 shows these results. Effects of drugs on the functional refractory period of ventricular muscle Paired-pulse stimulation of three times the threshold strength was applied to ventricular muscle. The interval of a pair of pulses was shortened from 500 msec until the amplitude of the second response reduced by just half the size of the first contractile response, and also until the second response failed to appear. Thus, the relative and absolute functional refractory periods of rat ventricular muscle were estimated to be 325 and 100 msec in mean respectively.
The drug effect on them was observed after 20 min exposure to the test drug. As shown in Table 2 , tetro- Abscissa ; interval of a pair of pulses.
•› none•oe ouabain (4•~10-5g/ml)• tetrodotoxin (4•~10-8g/ml) •¡ ouabain (4•~10-5g/ml) plus tetrodotoxin (4•~10-8g/ml)
•¢ propranolol (2•~10-7g/Ml)•£ ouabain (4•~10-5g/ml) plus 
